Dance Training for KS1 and KS2 School Teachers
Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin
Project Summary 
Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Council are currently working in partnership with DanceXchange and Youth Dance England to develop, support and champion dance for children and young people within the sub-region.
The aim of the partnership is to increase the amount of high quality dance activity available to young people, both in and outside of schools. In order to achieve this, a number of projects are taking place during 2010, which this project is part of.  
The aims of the Project are:
· To develop the skills, confidence and experience of teachers who deliver dance in primary schools across Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin. 

· To develop relationships between dance artists and schools.  

Objectives / Project Activities: 

· To work with a professional dance artist to design and deliver a dance training programme aimed at key stage 1 and 2 primary school teachers. 

· The project will have two main strands; strand one: Dance Training Programme, and strand two: Artist Mentoring and Support Programme. 

Dance Training Programme: 

· Twenty schools will complete the dance training programme, with one teacher per school. 

· Fifteen schools will be from Shropshire and five from Telford & Wrekin. 

· There will be three formal training sessions for teachers (all half days in the afternoon lead by the trainer). 

· Training session One: Introduction session, at the start of term (Jan 2011), to include tools and techniques and a match making session between teachers and dance artists. 

· Training session Two: In the middle of term (February 2011), for both school teachers and dance artists. Opportunity for peer learning, surgery, feedback and introduction of more tools and techniques. 
· Training Session Three: Held at the end of term (March 2011), for both school teachers and dance artists. This will include evaluation of the training, scope for further peer learning and an opportunity for participants to highlight any further training needs.   

· Each participant will be given a resource pack. 
Artist Mentoring and Support Programme: 

· Five schools in Shropshire will be invited to work with and be mentored by a professional dance artist. 
· The dance artist will work directly with the teachers in school, over four sessions, additional to the three training days. 

· The dance artists will, help the teachers plan, deliver and evaluate their dance lessons. This support and mentoring will help to ensure the teachers feel confident in delivering high standard and quality dance. 

· Schools will be allocated an artist on a first come first served basis. 
· Three dance artists will be recruited to support the five schools. 

· As well as delivering four support sessions in the five schools, the dance artists will also attend the three training sessions (all half days). 

Outcomes:

· Professional development will provide the teachers, who generally do not have a dance specialism or formal dance training, the skills to plan and deliver high quality dance experiences for their pupils. 
· Through their work with these teachers in schools, the dance artists will have the opportunity to develop their own dance practice, make links and build relationships with schools. 
· Increase the amount of high quality dance activity on offer in school for children and young people in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin. 

· Widen access and raise the standards of dance in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin.

· Inspire pupils with greater enthusiasm for physical activity and new skills that will have an impact across the curriculum, as well as benefiting their health and well-being. 

· Develop a high class, sustainable workforce of teachers across the Sub-region, who feel confident and able to deliver high quality dance. 

· Improve employment opportunities for dance artists. 
Evidence of Need: 

In Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin, there is currently no formal dance training in place for KS 1 and 2 teachers, who must deliver dance in Physical Education lessons as part of the National curriculum. Chris Matthews, the Shropshire Council School Improvement Advisor, for PE, Outdoor Education and Sport, has highlighted that a number of schools in Shropshire have expressed an interest in dance and requested opportunities to develop their dance teaching skills, through professional development and training.  
Consultation at a Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Youth Dance Network meeting in July 2010, with professional dance artists, dance teachers, and representatives of Youth Dance England, further supported the importance of dance training for KS1 and 2 teachers. Similar training programmes have been delivered in the past in Secondary schools, which has been extremely valuable. For example, a number of teachers in Shropshire now have a dance specialism which has given them the skills to work more closely with their feeder primaries in setting up dance festivals etc. 
Project Description: 

The training will be delivered during January 2010 to March 2011, and will include three training sessions, exploring a number of areas, at the start; middle and end of the project, as well as ongoing support in the form of a Resource Pack and artist support for a number of schools (please see project objectives and timescale for more details). 
The training will:

· Be curriculum focused rather than activity focused
· Explore how dance can be used as a learning outcome
· Explore and discuss the place of dance in the national curriculum and how to develop and deliver dance projects linked to the curriculum 

· Offer practical workshops

· Provide a range of tools for teachers to use in their own practice 

· Provide practical coping strategies for the classroom

· Promote high quality learning and teaching 

· Offer group activities

· Provide a resource pack, which can be used by teachers to assist themselves in running dance classes

· Provide a support network opportunity for dance artists and school teachers

Partners: 
Shropshire Council Arts Service
Telford & Wrekin Council Arts Service
PE advisors – Shropshire Council Leisure Services

PE advisors – Telford & Wrekin Council Leisure Services

Schools – across Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin

Dance Artists

Dance Exchange 

Youth Dance England 
Timescale: 
September to November 2010 – Recruitment of schools and dance artists and develop training package. 

December 2010 – Confirm schools and dance artists. 

January 2011 – Deliver first training session for dance artists and teachers. 

January 2011 to March 2011 – Deliver second training session. Artist support / mentoring taking place in schools. 
March (end) 2011 – Deliver final training session. 
Documentation and Evaluation 

The project will be evaluated at all stages. Feedback will be collected from participating school teachers, artists and pupils where relevant. 
Evaluation and feedback will be shared with Youth Dance England and participants, through a quarterly report and e-newsletter and will be used when developing similar projects. 
Budget 
Please see attached excel spreadsheet for more details.

This project will meet the following PE Learning Outcomes – 
National Curriculum – KS1 & KS2
Physical Education strand is, Knowledge, skills and understanding. This is taught under the following headings:
· Acquiring and developing skills

· Selecting and applying skills, tactics and compositional ideas

· Evaluating and improving performance

· Knowledge and understanding of fitness and health

During the key stages, pupils should be taught knowledge, skills and understanding of physical education through dance activities, games activities and gymnastic activities.

Dance activities KS1
Pupils should be taught to:
· use movement imaginatively, responding to stimuli, including music, and performing basic skills (for example, travelling, being still, making a shape, jumping, turning and gesturing)
· change the rhythm, speed, level and direction of their movements 

· create and perform dances using simple movement patterns, including those from different times and cultures 

· express and communicate ideas and feelings
Dance Activities KS2

Pupils should be taught to:

· create and perform dances using a range of movement patterns, including those from different times, places and cultures 

· respond to a range of stimuli and accompaniment.
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